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11th May, 2022.
The Kentish Gazette,
Dear Sirs,
	I should like to comment on your recent article regarding the proposed Wincheap Gyratory Plan. 
	This scheme does not even begin to offer a solution to the traffic problems in Wincheap.  For example, it does not address the stretch of Wincheap between Cow Lane and Ten Perch Road.  This is probably the narrowest part of Wincheap and is solely residential.  
	There are numerous faults with the proposals.  Heavy Goods Vehicles face two ninety degree turns when entering the system, and further sharp turns when exiting the estate.  Every time an HGV leaves the estate at the Maiden’s Head, traffic leaving the city will have to stop and give way to allow it to execute the left turn.  This already happens with Park and Ride buses and delivery lorries.  This is a recipe for traffic chaos and will further increase tailbacks and delays at the Wincheap Roundabout.
	The needs of local businesses and residents have not been considered.  Almost forty local parking spaces will be lost.  Where will the customers of local businesses park?  What about loading and unloading?  As the carriageway will be narrowed, any loading and unloading will cause blockages.

Your article states that a Redrow spokesman has said that once a start date has been set it will be consulting with residents and local businesses.  It is a shame that there was absolutely no consultation between locals and Kent County Council, Canterbury City Council and the developers when the scheme was first proposed.  The KCC spokesman says it gained committee approval in 2018.  It did, but the outline plans were hidden very deeply in Application CA//17/00519 where it was titled Provisional Relief Road.  Only now are the scheme’s consequences coming to light.
Now is the time to give the whole scheme a proper re-examination and hold a public consultation before spending several million pounds, with probably a similar amount being needed to reverse it when it is quickly proved to be unworkable.  Remember the Westgate Towers?
	I urge you all to contact your local councillor (city and county) to demand a public consultation to reconsider this proposal.
			Yours faithfully,

			J. Osborne, Chairman – The Wincheap Society. 
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