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Re:  The Proposed Wincheap Gyratory Plan

Dear Editor
I should like to add to the recent correspondence about the proposal to manage traffic in Wincheap by a Gyratory System. 
Has any consideration been given to the effect of the scheme on the emergency services? The potential for severe congestion caused by traffic backing up to allow larger vehicles to negotiate the sharp turns and pinch points in the road layout could prevent police vehicles, ambulances, and fire tenders from reaching incidents with their customary speed. This could have disastrous consequences.
Apart from the loss of numerous parking spaces in Wincheap, the effect of the scheme for many local businesses could be catastrophic as their customer access will be severely limited, particularly those shops and showrooms on the north-western side of Wincheap. Have the authorities considered what the effect will be on business rates and the local economy if already highly-stressed local businesses are forced to close because of the scheme? 
Wincheap has needed a traffic management scheme for a long time, but this half-baked attempt at a solution will make things worse as traffic passing through Wincheap will be slowed but not reduced. As well as causing much inconvenience to Wincheap residents, the plans will most likely worsen congestion, pollution, and the economic well-being of Wincheap. 
Is there anyone from KCC, Canterbury City Council or the developers who can demonstrate any positive benefits of spending a huge amount of developer’s money on this white-(lined) elephant? Will there be any consultation before this is imposed on the area?
Yours faithfully 



Barney Parsons
